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invited to her house, and ishe feeds them.   Their little hostess
is now considered ready for marriage.
It is extremely difficult to say anything that cannot be
immediately contradicted about the age at which girls and
boys are usually married; for in every subcaste, in every
district, and in every family the customary age varies, and
this again will be affected by famine and pestilence, good
harvests, or a rise in prices. As a rule, amongst Nagara the
bridegroom is five (or, better still, ten) years older than the r
bride, who is usually about eleven or twelve years of age, but
who may be married as early as nine if there be war or unrest
in the country. In normal times, however, Nagara do not
like their daughters to marry before the age of twelve, and
they may keep them unmarried till fifteen.
The idea is that a girl must have gone through the wedding
ceremony before she attains physical puberty. The men say
that it is not they but their wives and mothers who are most
anxious that the girls should be married young. If a girl
does reach this stage in her life-history before the wedding
day, the fact is carefully hidden, for the saying is that, with
every step an unmarried girl takes after puberty, sin accrues
to her mother and father. One idea certainly is that, if the
girlj after she is physically capable of bearing a child, does
not do so, her parents are guilty of, as it were, destroying thd
life that might have been born. Another important factor,
however, that makes a careful mother anxious to get,her
daughter married early is the abominable way in which any
enemy of the family will spread reports about the
unchastity of an unmarried girl, without having one tittle of
evidence to support the story. The most conclusive reply
that the injured family can urge is that the girl has not
attained puberty, and until the law of libel is strengthened in
India, most mothers .will continue to marry their daughters
ere they lose the ability to make that reply. Another reason
in favour of early marriages is that after attaining puberty an,
unmarried girl would have to make atonement by offeiing